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have heard of or never 
have fully considered.

Banking  
made easier

When first introduced, 
online banking and bill 
paying were met with 
some reluctance as users 
were concerned about 
the security of their 
transactions. Today, 
many people can’t 
imagine life without  
the ability to log into 
their bank accounts 
to check the balances, 
view recent credit card 
activity or pay their 
bills from their comput-
ers or mobile devices. 

Banks have responded 
to customers’ needs 
and concerns by build-
ing robust and secure 
Web sites. In addition 
to checking account balances and online bill 
pay, many banks’ online services include view-
ing cleared checks; receiving a variety of e-mail 
account alerts, such as when a direct deposit has 
been made or the account balance drops below 
a set amount; and transferring funds between 
accounts. Keep in mind that some of these  
services may require a service fee.

Listen up

Podcasts, often associated with Apple’s iPod  
or iPhone, are simply a radio show saved as  
an audio file you can download and listen  
to. Numerous personal financial podcasts are 
available, including those produced by the  
Wall Street Journal, Kiplinger.com and 
Bloomberg.com. 

While listening, you may learn about a strat-
egy or financial tool you can then discuss with 
your financial advisor, who can help you assess 
whether it’s applicable to your specific situation.

Go surfing, with caution

There’s a vast amount of personal financial 
information available on the Web, but not all  
of it is credible. When seeking information, con-
sider the source, and before taking any action, 
talk to your financial advisor to determine the 
best course for your situation. n

Banks have responded to customers’ 
needs and concerns by building robust 
and secure Web sites.




